4™ Judicial Circuit Family Violence Coordinating Council
FACT SHEET

Purpose Statement - The purpose of the 4™ Judicial Circuit Family Violence Coordinating Council is to establish a
forum to share & discuss information in order to promote a coordinated response to family violence in our
communities. The council works to improve the institutional and professional responses to family violence issues
through education, prevention, and coordination of intervention & services for victims and perpetrators of child
abuse, teen dating violence, domestic violence, elder abuse, & sexual assault. A goal of the Council is to contribute
to the improvement of the legal system & the administration of justice.
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Committee Structure & Membership - The FVCC of the 4™ Judicial Circuit is a body of local decision makers from
all systems that have contact with family violence victims & perpetrators. These include judges, probation officers,
state’s attorneys, public defenders, law enforcement officers, circuit clerks, victim advocates, clergy, hospitals &
healthcare providers, social services, DCFS, educators, mediators, & victim service providers. The Council engages
in education, prevention, & coordination of intervention & services for victims & perpetrators of child abuse, teen
dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, & elder abuse. Our Helping Services/Education and Law
Enforcement Committees meet regularly to address issues of family violence in the 9 counties in the 4™ Judicial
Circuit. Other committee members - Health Services, Court Systems, Elder Abuse, InterFaith - receive updated
information and meet as needed to accomplish activities. Our Planning/Steering Committee meets 4 times a year to
determine the direction that the FVCC will take, what issues need to be addressed by the Council, & the topic of
our annual Symposium/Full Council Meeting.

Accomplishments - Some of our accomplishments include: Annual Symposiums/Full Council Meetings with nationally-
known speakers such as Mark Wynn, Lydia Walker, Paul Greenwood, Susan Still; Protocol Development & Training
for Hospital Staff; DV & Stalking Protocol Development & Training for Law Enforcement Officers; Development of
Victim's Packets for Law Enforcement Officers to use in DV cases; Protocol Development & Training and Teacher's
Sheets for Educators & School Staff on their Response to Victims of Family Violence; Development of a Quick
Clergy Guide; Workshops & Trainings on The Link Between Animal Abuse, Child Abuse, & Domestic Violence; The
Effects of Domestic Violence & Methamphetamine on Children; Fall & Spring Teen Dating Violence Workshops for
Junior & Senior High students, 2003 to 2011; Mandated Reporting; Stalking Training for advocates & law
enforcement officers; FOID Card, Domestic Violence, & Mental Health Training; Religion: As a Roadblock & a
Resource for Domestic Violence Victims; Elder Abuse; & Law Enforcement & Workplace Response to Domestic
Violence. We have also compiled a large collection of resources to assist in education of professionals and the
general public. Members participated in the federally-funded 2008 Office on Violence Against Women (OVW)
Rural Grant to address the safety of victims of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking in
the 4th Judicial Circuit. Training Teams attended the National OVW Conference for Rural Grantees in New
Orleans in October 2009. They were asked to do a presentation on our project for other rural grantees. Training
Teams conducted training sessions for law enforcement officers, court personnel including judges, circuit clerks,
bailiffs, probation officers, and prosecutors’ staff also received training. We are currently working on the 2011
OVW Grant to Encourage Arrest and Enforcement of Orders of Protection. The first year of this grant project
targeted domestic violence protocol development and training for law enforcement and prosecutors. The second
year has focused on elder abuse and abuse of persons with disabilities protocol development and training.

Future Direction - The FVCC believes that the reduction of family violence is central to the reduction of other
forms of violence. Reducing and preventing family violence will contribute significantly to the creation of
communities that are safe, secure and healthy.
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